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just possible that the old mint did in truth exist, as
tradition asserts, but being inadequate to the strain
cast upon it, it was supplemented in 1643 by the
presses in the King's printing house. Of an earlier
issue of coins than the Civil War period, the types of
many York pieces are suggestive, but this evidence is
not conclusive, because they often have no exact prototype
at the Tower, and even if they had it was more easy to
abstract and send to the North puncheons already out
of use than those likely to be required. But to whatever
date we attribute the bulk of the York dies the excellence
of their graving in most cases, and the process of
manufacture by roller mills, point to the occasional
presence and general if intermittent superintendence of
Briot over the coinage.

Some of the York coins are very fine, and certain
examples such as a half-crown in my collection (in very
high relief, but otherwise resembling Hawkins No. 497),
are suggestive of expert striking.

We are reluctant to cast away the belief that our
friend Nicholas Briot had in truth superintended the
erection of a York Mint in 1629, or more probably, as
the coins suggest, in 1633 on his way to Scotland. But
even putting this matter aside as " non proven" we
should still think it likely that he visited Charles
during the King's occupation of the city, and granting
this premise we may then more easily follow Mr. Davies's
chronology and allow for the time taken in necessary

1912, to March 8,1913, and concerning which the author, Mr. William
Giles, the present deputy Town Clerk, has kindly supplied me with
further information, promising also to search amongst the records for
earlier information, a quest which has, I fear, so far proved un-
availing.